[Use of fiberoptic bronchoscopy for removal of foreign bodies from the lower respiratory tract].
One of the initial indications for therapeutic bronchoscopy was removal of an aspirated foreign body. The aim of this study was to evaluate the role of bronchofiberoscopy in removal of aspirated foreign bodies. Thirty patients were included in the study (age range 4-81 years). Endoscopy was performed under local anesthesia in two sessions. During the first a complete evaluation of the tracheobronchial tree was carried out, while during the second the actual removal was performed. In the majority of the patients (23) the foreign body was aspirated into the right lung. In the majority of the patients (13) various fragments of bones were recovered. Only in one patient a major complication was observed (hemorrhage) which compelled to change from bronchofiberoscopy to rigid endoscopy. All complaints from patients subsided during 2-4 days after removal of the foreign body. Foreign bodies were removed using a bronchofiberoscope in 21 out of the 28 patients. In two patients a calcified lymph node could not be removed during bronchoscopy and the patients were referred to the Surgical Department for thoracotomy.